
Adventures in LegalTech QC
Hallucinated cases get the headlines. The quieter danger is the
quotation that is almost right. A deterministic checker against the full
United States Reports catches all four kinds in under a second.

Richard Careaga October 2026 ≈ 6 min read

B
Celotex Corp. v.
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FIGURE 1 · FOUR QUOTATIONS, ONE SOURCE

A · GOOD 100.0%
“In our view, the plain language of Rule 56(c) mandates the entry of summary judgment,

after adequate time for discovery and upon motion, against a party who fails to make a

showing sufficient to establish the existence of an element essential to that party's case,

and on which that party will bear the burden of proof at trial.”

 

B · BAD 99.7%
“In our view, the plain language of Rule 56 c  mandates the entry of summary judgment,

after adequate time for discovery and upon motion, against a party who fails to make a

showing sufficient to establish the  existance of an element essential to that

party's case, and on which that party will bear the burden of proof at trial.”
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C · UGLY 72.5%
“In our view, the  clear mandate of Rule 56(c)  requires

immediate entry of summary judgment  without adequate time for discovery 

 against  any party who fails to 

 prove their entire case

 before trial.”
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D · NON-EXISTENT 0.0%
“Rule 56(c) was specifically enacted by Congress to eliminate frivolous toxic tort

litigation prior to the empaneling of a jury.”
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FIGURE 2 · THE READ-ALOUD METHOD, QUOTE B

REPORTER Rule 56 open paren c lower case close paren mandates

BRIEF Rule 56 open paren c lower case close paren mandates

existance existence

“In our view, the plain language of Rule 56(c)
mandates the entry of summary judgment, after
adequate time for discovery and upon motion,
against a party who fails to make a showing
sufficient to establish the existence of an element
essential to that party’s case, and on which that party
will bear the burden of proof at trial.”



FIGURE 3 · VERIFIER OUTPUT

=== STARTING POSTGRES-ANCHORED QUOTE VERIFIER ===

Test Case: GOOD (Exact)
Volume:    477 U.S. (Best Matched PDF Page: 354)
Score:     100.0% Match
Verdict:   [VERIFIED EXACT]
-----------------------------------------------------------------
Test Case: BAD (Typo/Formatting)
Volume:    477 U.S. (Best Matched PDF Page: 354)
Score:     99.7% Match
Verdict:   [ALERT: TYPO LIKELY]
-----------------------------------------------------------------
Test Case: UGLY (Distorted)
Volume:    477 U.S. (Best Matched PDF Page: 354)
Score:     72.5% Match
Verdict:   [ALERT: SUBSTANTIVE DISTORTION]
-----------------------------------------------------------------
Test Case: NON-EXISTENT (Hallucination)
Volume:    477 U.S. (Best Matched PDF Page: None)
Score:     0.0% Match
Verdict:   [REJECT: NOT FOUND / HALLUCINATION]
-----------------------------------------------------------------
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FIGURE 4 · THE PIPELINE
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FIGURE 5 · WHERE THE FOUR QUOTES LAND
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A + B, see zoom

B · 99.7

100%

95 – 99.9%

80 – 94%

50 – 79%

< 50%



The moral of the story

The Ballad of Frankie Lee and Judas Priest

I. Proofing can be harder than writing, but it doesn’t have to be for
quotation verification.

II. A tool that will produce the same result every time by being very
bloody-minded is a good defense against the dark arts of stochastic
large language models.
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